University of Edinburgh, the author looked about for some elementary work on the inductive philosophy which he could recommend to his class, for their instruction and guidance in clinical observation and research. He found several sufficiently able manuals of physical diagnosis adapted to students; and good elementary works on the uses of the microscope and on the routine of the clinical wards, with systematic instructions ' how and what to observe.' But he found none which instruct the medical student in a simple and easy form how to use his reason ; none which explains to him in especial the nature of the mental processes by which knowledge is acquired in his particular sphere of labour; uone which teaches him the applications to practical medicine of those aids to the intellectual powers which modern inductive philosophy uses so commonly and so efficiently. The student would inquire in vain for a short and practical exposition of the numerical method of research, in its special applications to practical medicine, or of that still more effective and philosophical method, the analogical; a method which, when once understood, is singularly easy of application, and equal (the writer is deeply convinced) to the solution of all the problems of life and organization that it is possible for the intellect of man to conceive, however profound they may be. A method, in short, of unlimited powers, and specially adapted to the needs of medical science."
After pointing out that the peculiarities of medical reasoning require a special direction to be given to the ordinary systems of logic, to adapt them to the needs of the medical inquirer, Professor Laycock continues:?
" Seeing this defect in medical literature, the writer determined to deliver to his class of Clinical Medicine a few lectures in which elementary principles and processes of observation and inquiry should be presented to it in as simple and attractive a form as possible, and as devoid of metaphysical phrases as they well might be made. He was not regardless, however, of the necessity that they should also be as practical as possible; that is, that they should be adapted to the actual position and wants of the student. It is with this object that simple illustrations are introduced; it is with this object, too, that the attention is directed rather to the observations of the processes of disease than of the products or results of these processes. ... It further seemed to the author of some importance that the student's attention should be directed especially to the natural history of disease, with a view to a more philosophical, more really practical, and more truly natural system of medicine than has hitherto been given to himself widely open to criticism, both as to the soundness of his data and the justice of his conclusions. Our space, however, does not allow us to follow him through these inquiries; and we must conclude by expressing the opinion that, with much that is sound and good, the book contains much that is questionable (to say the least), and would have probably attained a far more perfect development, had its period of incubation been two or three years instead of two or three months.
